& RQVIDFAKXYV
DGP 1Q# GWDRU DX _Z 7 Z GWDRU DX

n(3 ! .xx EzXA¢

2py y u2 YOYp

Z°0 R ©° .55 8\ a® @ Y&aA\ @ 8\
On° Nadl « A\ & Nvo ! V aué6lvV Y N @d! °-No aV V@

H®RP HVR RXU6 XP P HU( GIMRQ

$ ZDWP Z HFRP HW RXUFR PP XQW ,QW K/HGIMWRQ Z HKHDUIWRP R MU&( 2 FHOEWDVA DFKIHY P HOW
DQG WHDG D@DERXVWW KWWV ' 6 QHZ V

,QWKSIFWUMHDERYH Z HKDY H'6 FQHQW/ DXUHQ DQG 7KHHVH Z WK - R MQH * MG\ VDQG 0 LFKDHO
WP 1OQJ DWW KFDP HUD W RVIKHUDVWAKH UHFHOWDQOXDOS. K UM DV SDUNV



X * N\W°0o édéermd YO NCu@o N° @ FNPu& 6 &°3 o0aAY°t-°°33 OO« Nb ukn
(°e8n( 3! V aK

«oYe D ONY° ePKee O ©° NACe o 3 V83V55 g\
4 82°8@°o0&Xu Veiie NP8 °8u! Y&EN @

X No1YSEN @@ N°« g Ok *NW°o N° x «0a
bsNY®°co05d@®@ ©° cO®NiE Ne- a0 Owexo@yvs 3
NPneii?3 N hesv@i® N &3 N° «e«uh® @@

4 Yo N°u+83°3 R°83 N3 N @I5N° K«VNJ 3 @ Neo
@8@B Yoeno N OVE°N° N °ONE@Y° @ Ne<NN°u

- Vit o 8@®d e« 3 Ome OadiaN Nvo ka O Oka O@AY° @¢ 8
Ovaos v N h @@ 348+« @ at80+uN&FuC+8J) 3 Yo @
fe3 V@ @ - V &N - °NON°8N @55 8\ V8

-® Nake 3 Nag@d@me@ne8u © «Nn(3°t-c°33 OiuO8«N6 uP

B ENYe@<co « @8 Ou+808n(3«@°- NiVON&G° V858 °@@@a --@o ved-v@
7VeiNii @OO0OVe3a O 3aN83V-a0 °0 -i® N@G& N V8- V @NP4 © Yen® 30

- @aVE @SN - V ZeNoaAV°ne8y ©° «@0Vie8«e @ * @ u V8BO°3«e-gXg o
0°Yen° & 58 n°3 &4 Ya@ ®+PX i@ O NF@ N° 8@« 3XNe gu VOS8u V858 u° 8&
Qo3 «e-ge 3 @55 8N n°8N°@ NN@ @XYsn° OV 3 u@®°oN

B0~ °@Aa¥ ©°0 -Yeil? CP@D8eiiiz( X 3°8a° "8 nE°8@A AV NY° 8@ ON° ( 5@« all
« uei! @ e 3z( R «°n®o &= © 3eNi @n(%o0ai °°3 N - MVON©on (n°+ 3
aYe O° N g°°5V50aYN° ©°0 38-Ni OW° z( X @Y° °P

VNo© «& V5 O8N° —Yeiit O KB BO0 dl@° V8 °0 «3noaN@ 0«ca 0@ o -8 @-a° +KAAK
¢ VAV«°K>34 « 3 @-a0 °3aKo°odl @aiuidV -Y V8 °0 58 3V-NKX3&H& Ve 3@3 naa O
.5Ni @fr.ce 3 - 5@N ©°0 Ye55uY °@NA°e AP° JViiukk 85YONWaR + 3 A V 3+PH PO
odie °t-a OO8°n°8 °&n n°3 oAYN(3P

4°- VE [NYen® «-Y®n°3 °noguNva Qoo Yenc3 ©°a BiENoaAY VNu v8 O a0@55 aN O v8
BB e+ 2o0°o0a¥°n°8 °e0 3°8¥WK °%u! YSEM @ 3 - Ye55ui 58 @°8 V@ °0 ¢°+8P

3 [ . .
J G« @@ 4 «NoY X &0 (]@nd ©
) c@amd Yo
5 ior
x &yeu gééi | YED - @
o@® N N° n(3
- V_au

5 0°83 «u
-

vimeo'




HEARING
Too Loud?

New Year's Day (1st January)
Read: Psalm 150

« == «N3Y VNO8h ue “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour
rests.” Luke 2:14 (NIV)

Last year, my family got together with our neighbours and celebrated the bringing in
of the New Year on the banks of the Noosa River. Fireworks exploded over the waters
and shouts were heard from adults and children as they expressed delight at the light
exhibition. Dogs weren't quiet as they howled and cowered into the most secure areas
away from the noises and bright lights and booms. Everything seemed so loud, as if
that is the way to start the New Year — with a BANG!

What are we actually celebrating though? Is it the joy of finishing a year or the joy of
welcoming a new start? Too much noise and loudness can stop the thought process,
to the extent that we just go along with the crowd. Our society today seems to be very
loud with the cost-of-living pains, with protests about one thing or another or just
noise to drown out thinking too hard about what to do. In Psalm 150 we are told to
celebrate and to praise God with loud noises and songs and music. But in contrast,
Jesus came as a tiny baby not with noise and fireworks, but with peace and joy,
kindness and gentleness, love and grace. God wants us to find times of quiet to think
about all He did for us in the sending of His Son.

Now what did | do after being at a very loud Noosa River with thousands of people?

| walked home quietly with my family as we contemplated all that we had seen and
heard. After the noise has died down, spend some time guietly asking God what it is
that he wants from you this New Year. Maybe it is just spending time with Him and His
Word regularly, maybe it is spending some time helping your church and community
by volunteering, or maybe it is just introducing family and friends to the love of God.
Celebrate loud and hard but find peace and quiet later to listen.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for coming quietly into the world to bring your peace

! A ; and love to a noisy world. Bring a purpose and a peace to my life this year. Amen.
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